
Sustainable quarters and settlements in Europe – examples and 
quantification

AUTOR: HOLGER WOLPENSINGER, DIPL.-ING. BONN GERMANY 
THE NETWORK FOR SUSTAINABLE URBAN DEVELOPMENT (NSE)

KEYWORDS: SUSTAINABILITY IN HOUSING, SETTLEMENTS AND CONSTRUCTION 

In the last 20 years about 400 settlements and quarters in Europe1 were realized under eco-
logical and sustainable objectives, actually 200 of it in Germany. While in the beginning the 
settlements often had an experimental character and frequently were built with much own 
contribution, sustainable criteria in current building projects became self-evident. By now pro-
fessionally realized solutions can also be found in an urban development dimension.

The spectrum of the treated topics is large, so that the planer has to ask himself the following 
questions: which aspects are important for me, where it is worthwhile to invest and what 
helps to lower the costs permanently and significantly.

The lecture offers an overview of the "state of the art" in the sustainable urban development 
in Europe and presents the ecologically relevant measures on basis of the Top Runner pro-
jects. A selection of results from current scientific studies (quantitative evaluation of sustain-
able housing and living) points out, how the climatic and ecological goals can be achieved by 
using the settlement concepts so far realized. 
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